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gone inshore to the Phaeton frigate. I went to the Foud-royant to explain to Lord Keith the situation we were in. I found him all confusion, blaming everybody and everything, but attempting to remedy nothing. He made the signal for the flat boats to row to the Phaeton, where they would receive their orders from Sir Ealph. He said that he could not help the want of boats, and that his orders had not been obeyed. I left him, determined to go with all speed to Sir Ealph and let him know how matters stood. As I was leaving the ship I met one of Sir Ralph's aides-de-camp, who told me he had come with a message from the General to Lord Keith. I went with him into the cabin and heard him deliver his message: " That Sir Ealph understood from a Captain of the Navy that only 300 men were in boats. It was now one o'clock, and before they could land and return for more it would be dark. He therefore desired that the troops might be re-embarked, the ships brought to an anchor nearer to the shore, and a proper arrangement made for landing them at daylight next morning.3* The Admiral said it was impossible to anchor nearer the shore, so as to make a better arrangement, that the same confusion must occur to-morrow as did this day. He went on repeating much more incoherent nonsense. It was with difficulty I persuaded him to make the signal to the troops to re-embark. He would not issue it till after I had said to him more than once, with some firmness, that Sir Ealph, who was inshore, must be a better judge than his Lordship of the propriety of risking 3000 men on shore without the possibility of support for six or eight hours, perhaps till next morning; that it was the first time any person had attempted to land an army from a fleet under sail.
From the Foudroyant I went to the Phaeton, where I informed Sir Ealph of the total want of arrangement, the consequent confusion, and the state in which I had found Lord Keith. In the course of conversation I took the liberty to add the opinion, which had been expressed to me by every Navy officer with whom I had conversed, of